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Radio collars interfere

RASHME SEHGAL 5{ u.J s ﬁﬁl‘ﬁ;kse collars weighs over a

MNEW DELHI

April 2: Two [emale tigress-
csin the Sunderbans are sus-
pected 1o have had their
radio collars removed by
their male lovers. A third
dgress, whose colfar is still
on, 5 still in search of a
mate.

The Ggress” were fited
with the radio collars, cost-
ing nearly Rs 3.5 lakh each,
on January 12 2010, Each of

kilo and consists of a trans-
mitter with a powerfol bat-
tery that keeps a track of the
maovements of the tigress,

*Since one Hgress was in
estrus, it is presamed thal
while mating, the male tiger
grabbed her neck therehy
simply knotking off the col-
lar"” soid Subrata Mukher-
jee, director of the Sunder-
bans Tiger Reserve.

When the collar wis
retrieved, “the feld - stall

found pug marks not only -

off the tigress but also of a
male tiger, Considering that
one tigress was roleased im
Netidhopani villagewn Feb-
muury 24, she fost (heeoliar
Just two weeks Tater.

The lorest stall became
suspicious because signals
were emitting from a sma-
tionary point leading to the
suspicion  that  something

vith tiger love

amiss. Mr Mukherjee
“Wi suspectihe ngers
8k off the collars.”
i 15 not an isolaled case,
adip  coliars ]:_tu-.-el hecn
Wved seveniéen Hmes i
st, There arc instances
jgrpss’ cors being hitten
£ hytheir mates so there is
pibifg unprecedented o a
ter taking off the collar,
Belinds Wrizht, executive
drector of 'Wildlife Protec-
tin Sociery of Tndia, citcd
th: example of 2 photograph

<he had reeeived recently
from Ranthambore \:]I.Idt'hfc
sancuury where a malte UEEE
while inating with a female
tiger had grabbed her collar.
“Whal do we do with the
gollur?" was the question 8
wildlifc expert had posed to
her. Bui she, along with
other tiger experts, believe
in most cases, collurs are
firmly arached und-do oot
come off casily. “But there
are always exceptions (o the
rule]’ she belicves. Radio

making?|

collars have their shure of
experls with some experis
pot being in their favonr 48
they feel this would adverse-

affect their mAanng.
Wright stecrs clear cﬁf this
controversy saying, “Radio
collars  help momior the
movements of these animals
and help provide amazng
details of their behaviour,
she said. The throe figers
released in the Sanska wﬂj:l
fife sunctunry siill have their
radio collars nlact.




