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5 THE Sunderhames [cing extindion ! The question makes for
an absoebmg debare, I anyvihing, the nse in s kvels, massive
efonestation and mcressed sod salimity fuelled by the enery of
sea water after Aila lave made the svordd’s birgest delea an en
tangered ecosystem. The mangrove doamated forest has eveneamedan
enlry in a commgeetition for the New Seven Wonders of Matare veoddsvice
to e breld in 2000 1. B, for kaal namre acivisis, ie's high time 1o fmd an
imumedmte solationio save the Warkl Hertage Sate, as branded by Uescoo
in 1907, " H cormective and scientific sodson is nod akem immedialely: there
will be a big questionmark over the existence of the Ganges delea,” says
Surkderban expent Toshar Kanjilal

The dse insalevels hassiarted provieg s mught Asmany as |3 slandsol
thee region Exce serions ronbbe a2 three of them have alresd y sobmerged
inta the Bay af Bengal. The latest in the extmction i the New Moo Is
lamd, which Banghdesh referred 10 2= Sooth Talpace India and
Hangldesh have lought over the control of the gy unimbabited slod foc
thee Last dhree decades amnd this may come soanend nose,

Oeanegrapher Sugata Haera, seho has sndied satellive images, confinns
the development. The rising sea kevels mthe Bay of Bengal have erased
amrcther twoaslands lagely - - Lolachara and Ghomma. Experts say an
other frve inhabited islands here conld di=appear indbe nest 10 years.
Even Namkhana Island lost about # =g kmoand Sagar sland about L2 5q
krmy b e sea. Prof Hazra, director of Ooeamagraply at Lsdaypaor Univer
sity, maysthat till 2000, the =z levels i he Bay of Bengal rose about 5 mum
armually. Thee rateof rise became mmare rapid cver the last decade 2t 5 mim
yearly

The swellmg sea kevels have consed ae beast 1O envarommental
refugees and another 70,000 are estimabed e see their bomes vaneshing
in the next decade. When Laladora was submserged in L09, ies imhahbi
tants meved 1o the mamland. Inany case, the dse inpopalation has Jed g
thee encpl catation of the fomest. From 1 1,59,.55%in 1951, the regon’s
populaiion rase o nearly 47 bkl They brgely relved an
the Tomest Bor a living. Fan, 2 hr Kamjilad explam, it

is difficule to vam a bving rom the Sunderans, -
which is a ko revenme-generating Farest. i

U can ikl 72 spedies of fshin the e
gicn’s mver system, bot mast are of o
quality.

Vet the delta cams foreigneschange
warthy Bs D0 arore, o0 anaverage,
every year by exporting tger
prawvne, smne spedal vanety of

sea fish amd homey. Hosvever,
post-aila, the Sunderbans pop

utlace, whach bves ina predomi

namely momocrop ey, has |

hit buard tmes. *Thepe svas no
harvest at all afier aila as salini
sationof soil cased by the endry

of wea water has thrown fanming
campletely oue of gear.” Mr Kan
jilal=ay=

e
Tushar Kanjilal
The Natiomal Bank for Agriculture ', bomes #fter Ails has mostly been wsed for conspicuous cossumption, . beats) that peopleal the Sunderhare

fr Kural Development (Maband) has
started expernmenting with the rain
water harvesting system in Belizchandi
aned thakhali villzges iofight salinity. lralss ™
plans supplementary bvelibood schemmes o
suppon distrewsed amers, “Weare anarealthe - &1

alanming suationmn at the Sunderbamns and are trying

b raise the hetght of the mod ermbandonenes of the islands.

Hul, it's woo expensive B the state govenmmend,” slate minister for
Surkderbans development, Kani Ganguly, cbarmes.

[ = another matter that 778 km al 5,500 km long embankmenis was
washed awvay by thee fleods erigpened by Al “Irwasnist easy forithe 150
year-akl enbamkmenes sowithstand the Roods, The embankmenis were
weak as they were pever maimtxined properhy by the bndlonds Gl 15950
ared afier that by the irmgation departoent,” 5 Kanglal says.

il Kanjilal, who lnmched an meomme generatmg and sodal developmenst
programene covering Bve lakh people a Fangabelia motbe Sanderbans in
thee 19705, savs Hhat the man-aninmall condlict contmoes unabated as pes
ple comeimme toeneroach upaen the core area of the forest 10 callea honey
or fomest products, The Ban Raksha Commitiee (swhach i Tighimg 1o sve
the forest) does not always succeed in comserving the fonest. Tooiop all

< which is & cause fer cencern.

(PERT VIEW

PHILANTHROPIST AND Sumdertes expert Tushar Kanjilal,
wia was cordermed a Padma Shii in 1986 for his Rangabelis Project,
calks for enicra managernent to bail the reglon’s
distressed people cut of the woods. The -
Rangabelis progect facused on the thematie areas
al erironmental sustainabalitg, education, and ©
Puelihood apporbunities for the
makrtar scalogical balance throwgh canservation of |
iiafrgrose in Satjela and Lahir urml panchayss.
The project benefited moere than
befioris Aula struck them.

*Miow, S0 af e workieg
for better oppariunities to places s far &5 Pune,
Mumbai and even the Andamess.” Karplal says. He
adids that the meney ey received for building

“Wihat we nesd 1o do ik try 1o maxienise the utilisation of

avslable land. This needs micra level intersention 2 land &

nit uniform in e Susderbans asd no single theory
warks here,” aduises the websran socisl

The existence of Sunderbans Is seriously threatened by billowing
sea levels, rampant deforestation and increasing soll salinity,
discover Atmadip Ray & Tamal Sengupta

the=e huge predicamens, inellipenoe agenoes
have foumd traces of Maoist mBliration imo
the delta region, whadh is akso home to the
decining popudatioa of the Boyal Bersgal
Tiger. I thas indormation is carred, it
wirithd cerfainly be a mammasth sk
for sevumity forces w0 track themn
o insch adverse bemram.

The othier danger of hMaoisis using
the Sumsderbans as a cover is the
regon’s  close proximiby o
Bangladesh.

Thie forest spans 10,000 s ke of
which abouwt 6,000 sy ki ane
 withintbe ambie af Bangladeshe,
Theerefomre, it's bechmicadhy poesable
1o B onee's way aoess 1o the
neighbounng coumtry either on
foot oo m dimghies”  joountry

b aims bo !

lakh peaple

pulatian have gene

use evervday o either Bsh or tomaw
patee fromm ane island 10 ancther 1o ool
Lot haoney.,
Sumsderbans has evolved through natural
] deposiion of upstream sediments acoompa
AR e by mtertidal segregation. [HFs a wmagque delta
© e oonnprisng 90 islamds eriss crossed by saline nv
er chanmels. [es Moor vames froen 0.% 1o 21 1 metre above sea
level Post-adla, Sunderbans has been watnessing signilicant exodus
arnid absenoe of Fvelihood options, Thee warking population, wha seere
hant-pressed For a living, weere forced o oy out destimations like Pune,
Narmbai, Chennai and even far-flung Port Blair for an alemace livel
huscel.
Irmumediately alter Adla, the Cenire annoumced a B 1 000 -orome commgeen
=ation package. The Centre pronmsed another Bs 5,500 grone foroonstruc
ticof penmanent emshankents on the rversin the dela. " The stae gov
crrument hassofar recetved just aboat B 186 crome from the Centre., Our
governrnenit has spent Bs T crare of its ovn Funds g repair thoosanads of
embankmenis and rehahilitaee the affeced people, ® M Ganguly savs.
“W'e e a soientific approadh o save the endangered regon. A stdyof
the dver behaviour sysiem veould bedp in thes endearcour. Bui, ladof po

MINISTER'S TAKE

AECUT 47 lakh people living in the Sunderbans are still fighting the
adds atter Cyclone Ada hit the dela in May 2009, Immediately affer the:
devastation caused by the starm, the Centre had anncunced 3 Rs 1,000
crare compersation package for the
wictims, most of whom had lost their
hames and are row finding it difficult
o il their land a5 it has betome unfit
for cukiafion because of salinity,

Minister Kanti Gamguly says that
the Cenkre had promised another Rs
5,500 crore for constnaction of per-
manents embankmants on the iwers
in the delta, 4 Ceniral team had alse
wisited e dehta and the stade govern-
ment was asked by Delhi to prepans
ﬂdmilm project rwrr {0¥HKy on

e ow to canstruct permanent
Wamti Ganguly embankments, "(n the basis of the
Central team’s instructians, our gavernment has dready pregared the
[FR, The stase governmaent estimates an cetlay of s 5,032 creme and
rereived chearancs from Oelhi

But enly a technical clearance is ot emough to start such a huoge
wark, More than year has gone by 2fier the Alla devastation, bub we ane
vet ta receive the green signal fram the Planning Commissian and the
Unicm firance ministry,” Ganguly says.

litscal wvill is soumiethimg wwhach is sevboushy missing.” lamenes Ar Eanpilal
The depleting Brest cover is another prime caase B comeen As things
stand, the preen oover has comgpletely vanished m 5S4 slands of the delta
whichis bome tosome 47 hkh people.

[n tanidenns with global wanmmg, the imensity of cyclones is increasing.
causing more ooastal erosions,

* Mt only s the Sunderhansin danger, of the anthomties do not address the
issie of deforestaian, soll almity and strengthening of embankanenes,
the very existence of Kolkata and its oulskirts is also endasgered,” Mr
Kamnjilal =avs.




