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They want to shift heré@@another home.

But she doesn't want to be found. A story

of along and determined tracking of an
elusive tigress in Ranthambore
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After weeks of unsuccessful attempts to
baiting herinto the open, they have de-
cided to get outside help, in the form of
Brijendra Singh. The forest department
has been requesting the ministry for
more experts to aid theirsearch and re-
cover operation, but the bignames in
tiger conservation seem to be ‘busy at
the moment’.

Brijendra Singh, a member of the
National Board of Wildlife and hon-
orary warden of the Corbett Tiger Re-
serve, is known to make the national
animal respond when he mimicsaroar.

He is here now, part of the team that

is trying to get T37 back. His job: to
mimic the sound of a male tiger. "If we
can spot her now, I believe I can bring
her out inte the open so that we can
tranquillise her," he says confidently.
There is a hint of promise in the air.

Rajasthan Principal Chief Conservator

of Forests (PCCF) R.N. Mehrotra says,
“She might come out, taking Mr Singh's

call for that of a male tiger.” After a

pause, he seems to reconsider. “Butitis
a bit difficult, She’s full now, and is rest-
ing and wary ofhuman presence.”

The roar of the male tiger is never
heard. Instead, the team sticks to stan-
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THE FORESTERS LOOK
AT THE MAR EXCHANGE
GLANCES AND MAKE UP
THEIR MIND. THEY HAVE
TOWRITEALETTER TO
THE MINISTRY OF
ENVIRONMENT AND
FORESTS, HUMBLY
APPRISING THEM OF THE
TIGRESSWHO DOES™
NOT WANT TO RETURN
WITHTHEM

dard operating procedures. A camera
trap —a camera with a heat sensor —
used by foresters and wildlife photog-
raphersis setup, “Itis set up around the
kill and the instrument picks up heat
signatures. If and when the tigress re-
turns, the camera will automatically
take a picture,” says deputy conserva-

tor Shekhawat.

The trap set, officials decide to give
the tigress breathing space and retreat

to chalk out a plan. The entourage of

more than 12 vehicles, all SUVs, waits

on the other side of Sarola, under the

shade of towering eucalyptus trees. Pic-
nic boxes are brought out, with chilled

water, cold drinks and breakfast.

It hasbeenalong morning,

Senior foresters Singh, Mehrotraand
Shekhawat busy themselves with a
topographic map of the Kalisindh river
area to plan the next course of action.
“She spends most of her time on the

western back of the river since there are
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(Clockwise from above): Siihouette. of a young tiger at the park; pugma rks; of the
tigress; trackers Deoram and Ram Deva, armed only with sticks; a wild pig that fell

prey to T37

more ravines and water streams. Here
she also depends on her main prey
base, spotted deer, nilgai and wild
boars,” Mehrotra says.

“What about cattle and domestic
animals?” asks Singh, who is yet to ac-
‘quainthimselfwith the area.

“In more than two months outside
Ranthambore National Park, she has
killed just nine domestic animals, includ-

- ingacow, two donkeys and some sheep.”

istance from the villagers?”
" “For now, we have issued an advi-

sory to them. They are wary and stay
away from the ravines.”

“This tigress seems to have reached
some sort of comfort zone here. It might
well be impossible to actually bring her
outand sedateher,” says Singh.

~ Kota range officer Arun Sharma ad-
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Afoxy tigress she s.

“She has not taken the bait so far.
She comes close, rests and then leaves
immediately. And if she senses human
presence; she leaves her kill behind,

never tovisititagain,” he says.

His sentence hangs in the silence—

part frustration, part confession that

this wild tiger chase is going nowhere.
The silence is broken by the small,

cracklingsounds of the forest. The sun s

beginning to scorch their backs. The

foresters look at the map, exchange

glances and make up their mind. They
have to write a letter to the Minisiry ol
Environment and Forests, humbly ap-
prising them of the tigress who doesnot |
want to return with them.

And in the clearing, two days later,
the camera blinks once—to catch a

mits that T 37 is not easily baited.
™ i

glimpse of T37’s rump. ¢



