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TIGERS SAFE UNDER ‘LOCAL EYES

ALL FOR
A CAUSE
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The canteen at Moharll bas been
handed over to.a women's 5H
This keeps them from cutting trees
llegily and destroying tger
habitat

D

A new souvenie shop oo has

A peen set up 'which will be pun by

A the TATR Society s membsers
oongist of local willagers who arg
guides too
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By roping in local women to man the kitchen and guides to run the souvenir shop, the
TATR has shown the way to other tiger reserves. The localites, who could have
otherwise been engaged in illegal activities, now have a source of income. By keeping
the villagers away from the forests, the reserve is strengthening the tiger habitat.

Wiay Pingarkar | T

anseryatlonists often

say thal tigers canne

he sayed unless the

stakaholders aro b

e, The T adods- & el -

S _Jl hari Tiger Reserye

(TATI, the breed Ineg gronmad for tgers

I the thick forest= of Cemiral India.

has takem & small step in this direc

tlon by allowing women to run the

canbeen and the gldes tman the smie

vonir shap at Moharll. The reseryve
hesedl &0 tlgors an thee lasi coumnt,

The TATE canteen has always hoon
an all-male bastion, I i perhaps lor
the st time thae thecanioen has o
hemidend over (o sell-halpgroup (SHGE
[roan Bloiarll which borders TATE.
Similarly, the TATR Soclety, com-
prisime guldes. has been asked to op-
erale the seuvenic shop called "Sm-
ritkandhy. Winike 80% of s prodiis
will go io the stakeholders, 20% will
Da-phiagaces s wlthy e TATR Thee Con-

sorviallon Founidatlon. Smritkzandh’.
climated in el ness iy-opened feirkses
oEnphe sells plekles, garlke, ginger
peacdies, food prodiseis, T-shirs whh
Llger posiers, Khac i kairias, amds prl-
115 and alsn handbomcs prsmoilng
Hger panserval lon among other arl-
s, Thesa articles are momacsd from
Magan Sangrahalaya Samidl in Wamni-
i wihich, glnoe 82 years, s engapl
Ly oo g i nons skLs of vik
|agers slnee G years.

Asslerant eonseryaior of foresis
{ACF Niranan ¥ ivmekar, winm |s proes-
ldent ol the TATR Sociery, says seq-
ting v of “Smricieandh’ and alhgiing
caneen coniras o local women will
B a long way in [eer sonserval ion
“Tm confident thal the women who
ol P oehverw kee been v vl
i lzlitng trees llegally would naw
Fesve s alicmaie works. By belng awmy
I'roam Lhe [oresis, we ame sirengihen-
i plger hablial The Dwe veniores
Wl a0 B prodiiable i the long run”
teeza . TATE Neld director 517 hakre

sald thad most of the gldes are from
Lhee wiklages amnd TATR. ™Wo have
proviided them a seures of ncome by
emploving them as guldes and the
A LTy, Are consrvallon st o e
rald, Thakre added that e wonld also
encourags ocals (o rum the vouth hos
] im Motiarll, The hostal B2 galy o
sart In 15 deys. “There aps slmlkarof
fizrs (o mun acesmimodation Bseliles
ir Pangdi and Kolara bt dus (0 wa-
ter prodhlinn, wie are not furry ine wich
anyibing. Chr baske alm B oo serd a
messigs that tlger can bring in mon-
oy lor the locals and hence the need
i szve them,” he salid.

“Wiestarted 12 days ago and the ex-
perience |s really encoaragping. We've
came ol of our individual Kichens
ta the commiunliy o, where males
turve nlways dominated the sceps and
oulr ol was Just Hmlied to mak ing
rot ks, Mow evervihing, Including ak:
Ing arders, markeding, acoounting,
cookne and serving the fiood = done
b i group,” =alid a delighted Shah-

nas Bele, chiel of the vanshres
woImsen's salf-halp #rotm

“wp are thankiol to Thakre who
was 11 an giving (e cansen aon-
tract io kocal SHGS only” she adided,

Rt says thore may b many ey
ing 1o run the cantesn by oflering
MOTe oy, [ Vanashiee acoepied
e chalknge when olher SHGs sald
re, “To start whth, esch ane of us in
the Bmember group collpcisd Be 1,00
fior bnying grocery snid other maters-
al. Department provided 8 relrisers-
tor anid a LPG stove while oy linder be-
bongs o oie of our group members,
W iy Hs L0010 the depariment io-
wards lee We've also aponed g bank
ACTIne i Durgaptin” she said.

This I8 the peak season and van-
shres |5 baoping o cash 0 on ionriss
flomding the TATR thanks 1o inereasod
tiger sightings. "Iniring the past 12
days, weve had good ooders for snacks
(pohayand food There B competioon
from a couple ol peeorts and seme bo-
cale” gabd Shahmax

Break rules, pay
fine in Tadoba

Wijay Pinjarkar | T
F
1 Uiggers, the Tadobn-Andhar] Theer Reserve
(TATE) managament Wil conduct surpriss
chiscksand imgose spol Nneson the Hees ol the
traftie podiee, The move will come inke effee
[rom Friday

Don't Go Wild

» Watch animals froen 30 metres

k Don't stard at a spok for more than 10 metes

| ¥ Sign an underiaking bebore entering the park

¥ Heep withickss on the road meant for tourests

| & Wirongly parked vehicles will be fined

P Dun'tget aff your vebicle a cpen gates

& Emid disturtang willd animas

B e=sp park pollution-free and litter free by
chspcing odf the plastic inko the bag provided
rearthepark

| ¥ Fine for toarists RS 200 for drivers and
cuickes s 100

o prevent toursis Irom golng eaea sl

The dect=ion was taken after & mesting be
pween TATH alficlals and gulides an March 21
al Moharll 11 was arended by ACE Niranlan
Vivrekar foresters SR Langde anid SE Sonawne,
and 55 pukles,

1 Ehe slvepc of rargse st ol ks (RG]
who are refictant o folndary park sl ickls are

grappding o entoree prolection and ward ol

poachiers. Fowdy tourtsts have only adifed 1o
thilr Wi,

“To curh the menace, surprise checkhs will
e condincted by the fedd sgafl and those foond
violating the norms will be Esed spol fines
T il mum pemaliy amount fortorkses will
b Bs 21 and for the drivers and guldes (0wl
b Re Tbesch Everyihing will depend on the
nature of ihe viclaton,” sald Yivreken

Fus P L Mankonal Tieer Conservallon M-
thority (NTUAL & statniory body moniioring
all the theer reseryes. in the conmire animals
ahonld be watched [rom a distsnee of 0 me
tres Al noe yehicle is allowsd o remaln at ons:
place far more than 10minues. The norms alao
state that there shold beoa distanoe ol 500 me-
s between by vehicles

Viveekar save It s diiTieal io mon o the
Skmeire violation cspecially when a tiger =
sighted, "Howewer, the siher rules will be (ol
ke girkeLly” he sald, Om harch 24, Viveekar
had sispemded olgh gildes. anid had mposed
a (nean vehleles for golng too close i the s
and akso lor parking thelr vehicks sronegh




