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Kaziranga No. 1 in tlger density

Maresh Mitra | THH

Guwahaiis Ir's oillcial Kazl-
ranga Mational Park, the anly
wirl heriiage shie in Assam.
bopaied absn 250 km firem the
atale caplial. has the highes
tensiiy of Roval Bengal tlzers
inthe wiorlil

This weleoms news fmes
Al & Erow Ing coneern over
Lhee mumber of tizer deaths
the park. as well a5 the Tas
fdwindling hig cal Mgurss n
piher sanciwaries ol [ndia.
Wil Crime Conirol Buresmn
lioumd that begveen Movemiber
2008 and Sopremmher 19, 200, A
least a dogen Lgers had died in
Kazlranga.

s Wk, AsEAN PNV ITomn-
et and Koress minksier Bock-
winl Huszaln armoonead that
Kazirangd has ac many as 32
LhEers per 1HF sqkm. Hie sadd
thiz while relegsing the M-
Ings of & jolnt study by ihe
atate farest department and
Aaranyvak. a blodiversiy con-
servaLlom gromgy in the north-
fasl The sidy had Been con-
dxied between 2008 and

AT HOME, AWEY FRORM HOME

Marcn 2000, using the camer-
Arrapqing meihod.

“Adter an analvelsof all o
rameters. invalved In camera-
Iraping methos, wesan saks-
Iy 28y Kaglrang has the highe
esl densliy of Foyal Bengal
thgers In the warkd, surpassing
ey Cor bett Mational Park in
Utiarkhaml.” Hussaln sakd.

The mimister offleially an-

nouineed Kaziranga's name ar-
e the Nnd ings were seruil-
nlsed by the Mailonal Tlger
Conservatlon snnthoriey
(ETCA) and Wikdibe Instliure
of Inila (W1

Chiliwan Mailonal Park
(Mepaly — one of the major
Fooval Hengal Tiger habdiats In
the warkl auside India — has
& tensiiy ol 8.7 iigers per 104

sijhm. Corbett Matlonal Park
In Indka has a denskiy of 186
Hgers per H sqEm.

The demslty In other tger
reseryEs. 10 Ind ks are Bandlgr
(LLETY. Magarne {110, Kan-
s {11700 amd Ramitham bore
(148 M Flrox Ahmed,
Aaranyak's wildiiie blologlse
andd team leader off the stady,
sald the tiger dens ity of the
Sundertans in West Bengal s
nod K wed, windle the den-
20y In 5E Asian counirkes [ike
Myanmar 1s much bnver

The revelatlon brouaght
mch eheer among wikd e en-
thuskasis and activizis. Sanc-
Tary &sla edivor B Sehgal
skl =1 the highest density
ol thgers 1n the wortd. B IS
A st imate Meveriheles, i 1s
& tribante e the wildiife pro-
teeilon stall’ of Kaxlranga
whmse bdood has besa splibed
I ckefe el Jis rindnaes, tgers,
elephanis and wild builales.
Kaglranga's axample shonld
e emnnlated by all ciher ger
reserves and they shotkd ged
the =ame polltleal backing
Kazlrangs geds ioday™

Poaching, apathy dent tiger population

Reacihilan b | T

I Tumbers off ihe charksmai-
LW and endangersd na-
tknal anlmel comeins fo dip
ck=lie s endangered sLais,
Anid the reasme are many n-
ter-siate and Internatlonal
paacfiing, fuman ininision in
Forest habltal and uniralined
manpeyver have pashed tgers
mreher towards extinetlon,
anil way below the sxEalficial
MEure ol 1AL, 58y eXperis.

LUinksn minkster Jalram
FEamesh's admi==lon in Lok
Sabha that Uitarakhand and
Kerala had the highest mor-
alfty ol thiee iz deaths each
this year calls for an urgend si-
tirudingl shif In protecting
thgers aeross Indka's tlger re-
SRS, BEY EXOTTA

Prime Minksier Manmahsn
Slrih e writien tochlel min-
lsters of inree siales inchiding
Urearakhamd. asking them o
LHER LIFEEL MBASLNES. 10 [
e the tlger In the case ol Li-
rarakhand whhch honees ihe
Jim Corteti Matiomal park. im-
regilaied tourlsm n the na-

Living on the edge

littarakhand and Kerala

Fawe the highest figer martal-

ity, with cach reapriing three

deaths this year

Il Uttarakhand, which

Epue=as
il

inursm in the national park's

wicinity led 1o tiger deaths

I Kerala koo has witnessed a

spurt in resorts that intrude

into tiger habitats

tional park’s vicinity led 1o
theer deaihs.

LT lsm sy report
had specifically sald that
Icelges and hotels aronmd i
Corbetl natlonal park were dis-
turbing the tlger corridor”
anaye Hajesh Gopal, member
spcrelary ol Natlonal Tleer
Comservallon Authoriiy “HPa-
irodling shotckd be active in the

liresis. Moneof the stales havwe
done I hé complains.

Eerala ton has winessoad &
spurt In resaris that imirase
tkEer  habliat,  prompiing
lalram Ramesh o0& pess oo
oarn. Anll Kumar Singh of
Wikllire Trust of Indla says
large seake indusirializatbon
by Tamiil Madn and Kerala,
bailcding of mosds and canals
beiween e hablear corrkdors
ol UlEers, kan 1o Uger move-
ment. irlgeering terrliorial
aamllles among teers,

“In Utarakhand thaugh,
poaching ineldents are ooca-
shonial LS the quealiny of TlEer
hahiian that's ondecline” says
Singh. Poaching of Uger paris
wever Fema ins the single
largest thireal ol gers, mecx-
peris. A OHMMGN ETOLSS
among siiklals 18 that whike
the foresl depariments are
shore-sialled.  training  of
wildlife alfiekals inchd ing in
the use of Mrearms 18 pachet-
b, “Wildble crime 18 8 ransns-
tomal activiiy Yol there 18 no
unilormiliy In the rukes for
Nrearmes’ use Even I foresi

guards and TANEETS CArTY
Mrearms, they woaldn't nee
e ol of Bear” sayvs samir
Slimbe ol THAFFIC Incia thai
Is part of the international
Wil e trae o ioring nel-
wark; THAFFIC.

Eching this. a forest ol
clal Imom Kerala requesting
annymicy compdains abomt
lack of Indendives “We gelno
promatlons though we work
hard i prodec fres s Onr #i-
&l guamis end up nsing only
sikh= &t arms. We ako nesd
hasie training on haw 1o go
A ke | prodeed ings. wien
we nab poechers.™

Transiers within the forest
deparimenis are & hindrands:
o, & s wilillile expert Aday
[esal. “Range ollicers chsas-
Ing adchers throsgh foresis
amd ending up In a nelgn-
hoiring state would land b
trouble instead ol getiing e
wards. [T leads 1o ego elashes
AT [hee ImEer-slate Borest ol
Meekals,” he saye. EXperis say
seehing helplrom iribals wiho
“Enoww [oresis the beat™, s the
rieht approsch




