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JOSEPH Varakiven wis part
of the first study in India that
wsed advanced bechnidugy ke
GPS asd satellite radio-collars
to gemerat crucial data co
tigers. As part of an intensive
monioring progra hi
fellowed — for several days
and nights a1 a stretch — indi
ﬂhd tipers tht were habii

aspects of
hak bl and b s Jaslbtt Sl
their lives. That was when Valeakaven w
dokng his PhD seady ot the Wikdlige Inmﬂu-d
India (WII), Delirsdun.

s research hins been & comtribution towards
enbancing existing ksowledge in the fie
Higor behaviour and scology — partieularly pre
dation ecology. thetr habitat needs, and disper

ur
Vavakaven 14 his BSe in toology frem
Mahatma  Gandhi  University,  Kerala
Subsequently, he did a Master's in forestry
imanagement and sconombcs) from the Forest
ch Instiruts, Dehradus. “Howevee, 1 was
interested in wild amimals. lfence, | did my
Master's disertation o radio-oollaed wolves
|~ e absndance in Velavadar Natbsnal
" he says.
AslnM\ h-d.fwlurmi an interess in the ares
of tiger conservation, Vartakaven says it e
B always boen (mirigaed by carnlvores and
Big cats in particular Therefors, when the
sppareunity o stady tigers and live in close
pEimity 10 tham arase, he grabied i
sem, n semior coordimator for tiger
J nkaven's work
Ik tiger comser-
watkm strategles for various tger landscapes
weross India as well #s liaising with the inter-
ational tiger netw
Elaleesting on the fRldwork, Vaitukaven
says that it entails visits 1 various tiger land.
scapes in India, especially the taffer and corri
g tigee T
"My focus I3 om cocedinating and training of
field stafl and chalking out feasible areas for
siger dispersal cutside the boundaries of #xist
ing tlges Teservoa. It also Evulves eonitating
towards tiger monitoring and conservation in
these tiger landscapes,” he says.

e, the priorities of the projects thas
Vartahwren 1s Enveiyed In Tochudes biontlying
corridor areas between neighbouring tiger
reserves; mitigasing haman wildlife conflicts
b imcorporating fale compensation
andl alsenative lvelihood prsetice:
for park ndjacent comm\mluu.
Imgroyis:

wel 2a Thourrhom Jevel of Tt wuKrds and
field staf, menltoring tigers and prey in eritl
cal corridor aress in the lasdsca

o Emmediate challengis thit Tadia i
fcing i the area of tiger conservation,
WVamakaven says, “Dwindling foress cover and
Increasing human dominated landscapes are

riELo Work

and monitoring of tigers in thess ureas

Furibier, he slids thai isolated parks shosld be
caneciie by securing corrior arcis. Also, fair
e

develupment of park adfacent com

manithes should be the foeus. Thers

o Bt - vingnion

tter  progection v

penaliies MH "be imposed for wikdie trade
offences.

Whien Natiomal Geographic aired a documen-
tary on George Schaller recently, Vattakamen
was festured isteracting with the legend.
Leoking back, he “It was a dream come
true. Schaller is  true ploneer who has made

in the fisld of

Trading #o Rabitat g
thom. Comsequently. there s a &ecline in prey
hasse e 10 paching of prey”

He believes that in order to work
salution, better peotectien measures sbould be
tukem by using technology for better estimation
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it woukd be abie 30 nat oy

Torests. WhatIs-of Inbesest 5 1hat thosugh in marry of s the females i
anally ape s dguering tgers goang] A st of ch malts L
tigers are

spemvic aved demographic viatibty
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