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First phase of tiger census i 111

the Sunderbans completed

Ananya Dutta

KOLKATA: The first phase of ti-
ger census, which included
collection of signage and di-
rect sightings of the big cats,
in the Sunderbans was com-
pleted on Tuesday, although
officials said that it would
probably take a year to obtain
estimates of the population.
“The first phase that
began on March' 4
went off smoothly
~and has shown
some  positive
signs as there
Were a num-
ber of di- 7
rect
sight-
i.ﬂgs,”
Pradeep
Vyas,
director i
of the
Sunder-
ban Bio- \
sphere
Reserve
said.
“T personal-
ly observed
three tigers dur-
ing the field |\
study,” said Raju
Das, joint director
of the reserve.
The data collected
by the 35 teams on
the field is yet to be
collated.
It
would
take
about
two

months to proces_s_ the data
after which it wouldbe sentto
the Wildlife Institute of India
(WII) for analysis.

. The third phase of the pro-
Jject involves the setting up of
camera f(raps s,
and ra-

=

dio-collars, Mr. Vyas said.
The process of fitting ra-
dio-collars has simultaneous-
ly been initiated and two
tigers have already been
tagged, Subrata Mukherjee,
field director of Sunderban
Tiger Reserve said.
Overall, radio
collars will
be fitted

to

/uo§

about seven tigers.

In conducting the first
phase, the terrain posed the
greatest challenge.

“Collecting pugmarks or
scat in the Sunderbans is par-
ticularly difficult as in several
parts they are washed away
every 12 hours in the cycle of
low tides and high tides,” Mr.
Das said.

Logistics, arranging for
boats and walking in places
with knee-deep water were
otHer obstacles for officials
and volunteers,

“Conducting the survey,
especially-in the hilly areas is
proving to be a challenge.
However, the help of volun-
teers from various NGOs is
making up for it,” said R.P,
Saini, field director 'of the
Buxa Tiger Reserve. “This al-
so bringsin transparency into
the process,” Mr, Saini added.

One of the problems was to
adapt the statistical model
which was developed at the
national level on ground,
said Animesh Bose of the Hi-
malayan Nature and Adven-
ture Foundation that
provided trained mountain-
eers as volunteers.



