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intel with India
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Beijing, Sept. 3: Under
attack for not cracking
down on use of body parts
of tiger in Chinese tradi-
tional medicine, China on
Friday agreed to share
“actionable  intelligence”
with India besides nominat-
ing nodal officers for shar-
ing of real time information
against poachers.

An Indian environment
and forests delegation,
which held talks with their
Chinese counterparts for-
the pasl five days, left for
home on Friday on an opti-
mistic note on Chinese seri-
ousness in cracking down
to end trafficking on tiger
parts, officials here said.

“While acknowledging
the poaching and illegal
trafficking of wildlife prod-
ucts including tiger body
parts as the biggest threat to
wildlife conservation in the
region, both the countries
have shown willingness and
agreed to share actionable
intelligence besides nomi-
nating nodal officers for
sharing of real time infor-
mation.” an official state-
ment issued at the end of
the visit said.

China has shown consid-
erable interest in joining the
Global Tiger Forum, the
only intergovernmental
international body working
for tiger conservation in the
region, it said.

Indian officials believe
that China’s support for
tiger conservation is crucial
as the demand for tiger
parts, especially bones is
believed to be the main rea-
son for poaching of tigers in
India and other parts of the
world. Environment minis-
ter Jairam Ramesh had in
January this year blamed
the growing demand for
tiger and leopard parts in
China for poaching of big
cats in India.

The two sides also
stressed the need for collab-
orative investigation into
the backward and forward
linkages of wildlife crimes
and deal with organised
criminal syndicates operat-
ing in the region. ~ —P7I
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