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Ignorance

ANANDA BANERJEE

| ...Tigersejungle,

Jjunglese baarish

Baarish senadiya,

Nadiyose hat hariyali

Tiger hai toh hum bhihain,...
HIS is theofficial Tiger an-
them released by the envi-
ronmentand forest minis-
ter with a punch line: If
the tiger goes, he will not
goalone. Youmay soonfol-
low', This is no rocket sci-

ence, but the very ‘cirele of life’ taughttous

in school books. Unfortunately, this very

philosophy is absent from the conscious-

nessof civilsociety, aswell asmachinery of

successiveelected governments. Notonlyis

there total apathy, but also ignorance to-

wards our natural history, conusnvation

and itsmanagement.

A classic example of the government's
attitude is the case of Sariska. In 2008, two
tigers were airlifted from Ranthambhore
National Park to Sariska Tiger Reserve.
The Rajasthan forest officials arm-twisted
their way to get the two tigers from
Ranthambhore by ignoring all recommen-
dations of the NTCA (National Tiger Con-
| servation Authority, formerly Project
Tiger) and the Tiger Task Force. Without
DNA testing they picked upsiblings, which
have refused to mate till date.

Ayear later, the state officials disregard-
ed the NTCA guidelines of only translocat-
ing transient tigers (tigers which do ot
have, at present, any fixed territory or are
looking for one) while bringing in the third
tiger from Ranthambhore. Experts say re-
moving a tiger from its territory createsan
ecological imbalance as a vacuum is creat-
ed in the range. But for the officials, trap-
pinga territorial tiger is easier thana tran-
sient tiger Add to that the relocation of
villages from the core critical tiger habitat,
as recommended by the Tiger Task Force,
which still plaguesofficials.

The reintroduction of tigers in Sariska
necessitates relocation of villages. Of the
four strategically located villages —
Kankwari, Kraska, Umriand Bagani—on-
ly Bagani, the least populous of the lot and
with least impact on wildlife, has been relo-
cated. The rude shock only came last
month, when the Rajasthan government
did a complete U-turn by first issuing new
miningleases inthevicinity of Sariskaand

refusing to cancel them despite Jairam
Ramesh requesting CM Ashok Gehlot. The
Supreme Courtrulingwas also ignored. In
fact, the idea of tiger relocation came into
being just to ward off pressure from the
mininglobby that wastargetingthe tigerre-
serve to be denotified.

For a long-term conservation strategy,
the NTCA hasrepeatedly stressed on creat-
ing and maintaining active buffer zones
surroundingcoreareasandre-establishing
corridors for free flow of gene pool, avoid-
ingin-breedingamongstspecies. Exceptfor
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ahandful of cases, none has bothered toun-
derstand the problem. For example, Ra-
jasthan officials claimed that Ranthamb-
hore National Park does not have the
capacity to hold more tigers and tigers are
straying from the park for want of space,
Needless to say, Ranthambhore hardly has
any buffer area.

Astrayingtigerloosely meansonewhich
goes where itisnotsupposed to. Nowhowdo
we know wherea tiger issupposed togo? Do
we expect tigers to know their demarcated
‘protected areas" A tigeriseither pushed by

stronger rivals to find its ferritory or sim-
ply wanderawaywhile huntingforfood. Re-
cently, a sub-adult tiger from Ranthamb-
hore was spotted 200 km away in Mathura
andnow hastakenrefuge insidethe Bharat-

pur Bird Sanctuary,
Thereisenough policy and management
guidelines, what we need is proper imple-
mentation and able leaders, besides, of
course, Widespread awareness and civil

society movement.
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