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Officials of Bannerghatta National Park dispose
of the bodies before they announce the deaths
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BV SHIVA SHANKAR *The way in which the anii.  beéforé they were cremated.
b shivashamkarmid-davicom mals afe dving, combined with  However, mow  we  have
the offsdal reaction indicates  instructed  the  officials  m

THE death of three-yearold.  something fighy,” said inform the media before raking
Divyn, & young tigress, N Manjumath, pressdent, such seps,” he added.
yesterdiy has thwarted the for.  Nature and Wildkife

est officials’ ciaim that the Comservation Commities,

recent deaths of big cats in
Bannerghatta Mational Park
were due 10 old nge, What aleo
layw this claim to waste i the
fact that two other young tigers
are battling for life.

Divya's siaters Minchu and
Inchar wre being meated for o
bacterial infection, which ihe
officials suspect could be
bescamize of food pooning. This
contradiction in official ver
sions  has msed many an
eyebnow,

With the death of two lons

“While the dootors ane mupect
ing food poiscning, someone
could have poisomed them
dieliberately,”

When Harack, a tiger had
died thiee months ago, post-
mortem had revealed that i
wits hecanse of cyanide poison
ing. An investigation i will on,
The officials have barid the
dead animals secreily before
announcing their death.
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There are chances
that nails may
have been
removed from

the carcasses,
before consigning
them to fire

and o tiger in a span of three  Conservator of Foress. There i — N MANRMATH, PRESIDENT,
days since last Priday, officials  no transparency and accounta.  MATURE AND WILBLIFE

Tl i the animals were aged  bility in the process. Thers are  CONSERVATION COMBITTEE
betwern 18 to 28 years and  chances that nails may have

weere suffering fron various ail.  been removed from the carcass HDAE RAGE

ments, But there is no justified  es before consigning them o

explanation for Divya's deash,  fire,” said Manjunath A BEAR frachared its lag whem a

undike other animals that died
lost ek

“We ame waiting for the post-
mosiem repoit, but the doctors
who ereated Dvvya are sinpect:
img a hacterial infection, It could
b becayme of wader contamiing-
tiom,” said MM Jayakumar,
member secretary of Karmataka
foo Mmhority, He added tha
Minchu was critically ill, while
Inchara was ot of danger.

It v foomd that nadls were
removed From o Cheetah™ car:
o 15 days ago, before it was
sécretly bumi.

While Gonwdn was not avail-
able for comments, Jayakumar
said he would ensure itrans
parency  in  the process
lenceforth, “The animals in the
retabilitation are mot for public
disphiy and henoe the officials
liad not informed the public

BMTE minl bus hit the snimal
during a salari oo Saturday,
While there are vehlcles 1pe-
chally designed for safaris,
edficials had hired BMTC mini
buses to match the festive sea-
son rush sl woskend. Esrior,
& BMTC mini bus had hamed
turthe while negatiating a sharp
curve 3 the same spol




