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‘Just six tigers left in
u Tiger Reserve

b

Tiger Reserve in Jharkhand is a
perfect example of official apa-
thy towards India’s national ani-
mal. The reserve, which boasted
of 42 tigers in 2003, has just six
left now, as per the
2009 tiger census. In
the last 10 years, the
tiger population in the
reserve has shown a
continuous decline.
From 42 tigers record-
ed in the 2003 census,
the numberdeclined to
38 in 2005 and to 17
in 2007. The numbers
. are in stark contrast to
the tiger census of
1974, which recorded
50tigers. According to
field director of Pal- :
amau Tiger Reserve, P Upad-
haya, the 2009 tiger census,
which put the tiger population at

sx,: was ascd con - DNA

o gt e e CeR

Molecular Biology Institute of
Hyderabad. The Hyderabad re-
port we received this year said
that six tigers existed in the re-
serve,” Upadhaya said. He, how-
ever, added the DNA samples

for the

were not comprehensive, and this
could be the reason for the low
number. “We have collected com-

prehensive samples of the tigers.
and sent them to the Wildlife In-
stitute of India in Dehradun for

analysis,” he said, Vo
The 2010 tiger census is
currently under way. Forest of-

ficials, however,

give many rea-

reserve.“The previous census
reports appear inflated. Only
DNA samples can give correct
figures of the tiger population,
Earlier, pug marks were used
census, which cannot

be trusted hundred per cent,”

an official said. He also cited.
forest fires, the Maoist pres-
ence, uneven distribution of
?l'_ﬂy in the reserve and also a

ew cases of poaching as the

other causes. Upad-

haya, however, denied

accepting poaching as

a reason for the fall-

ing numbers.

The Palamau Ti-
ger Reserve, spread
over 1,014 sq km, is
divided into core and
buffer areas, of 414 sq
km and 600 sq km re-
spectively. According
{ (o sources in the forest

~ department, the core
area is almost inacces-
sible, owing to a diffi-
cult terrain and Maoist presence
As a result, the tiger census is
not conducted there. The reserve
also has around 200 elephants,
thousands of deer and monkeys,
apart from peacocks, hen and
rabbits. Activists have been urg-
ing the central and state govern-
menits to take urgent steps, after
the census of 2007 put

the toia
number of tigers in'the coupitry
at 1,411, 1aNs)




