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“Sariska min

on

dggpite SC diktat

Rachna Singh |ty

Jaipur: Is it the Sariska
Wildlife Sanctuary or a mi-
ning complex? Despitesever-
al crores being spent in the
name of conservation and
Project Tiger, illegal mining
has once gained momentum
in the Tiger brotected areain
the Sariska Wildlife Sanctu-
ary, despite the Supreme Co
urt notification to stop nrin®
ingandsavethe Aravallis,
Asaresult, despite five ti-
ger's being recently relocated
to Sariska, the tiger habitat
and eco-system in the Wild-
Sanctuary is seen to be
deteriorating and shrin.

5 pantmining is go-
ingén with rigour at Jaisin-
ghBfira, Malana, Goverdhan.
p Palpura and Jamwa

garh. After the Supreme
Court decision of 1991, order-
ingtheclosure of215 minesat
the behest of NGO Tarun Bh-
aratSangh, these mines were
ordered to close. Butrecently
some ofthem have started ac-
tivityin themiddle of the san-
ctuary,” said Rajender Sin.
gh, the waterman of Rajas-
than, whose NGO had filed a
Writ petition in the Supreme
Court, which resulted in the
closure of these mines,

All these villages fall in
the protected area and are a

LIVING DANGEROUSLY
rich reservoir of Dolamite.
About 30-40 mines have be-
gun operation again, some of
them allegedly run by lead-
ingnames in the industry, he
said. According to Rajender
Singh, “Mining has picked
up in the sanctuary buffer
zopes that fall under the Tj-
ger Project Area and is caus-
ing irreparable havoe in the
area. But money and muscle
bower with the mine ownerg
has made the officials and
politicians turna blind eyeto
itdespiteall the money being
spent in the name of conser-.
vation.” He said that he was
attacked thrice by the mi.

ningm, 00ns, once in the
presence of MC Jain from
Delhi high court who had at

the directions of the Supre-
me Court, come down to Sa.
riska to investigate the mi-
ningactivity in the area,
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